THE SUBJECT--Sample Exercises (page 5)

Underline each simple subject once.

1)  Dynasties fall.

2) Young puppies eat noisily.

3)  Boys and girls study.

4) Old books and old friends wear well.

5) The man in the moon smiled.

6) An old red barn on the hill burned to the ground.

7) Has the rain ceased?

8) Will the brass gong ring again?

9) Silently flowed the Thames.

10) Quickly through the brush darted the snake.

11) Study. (You understood) 

12) Go immediately. (You understood) 

13) May I leave, Sir?

14) Did the package arrive, Mrs. Palmer?

15) There goes a good lad.

16) There are many rules in grammar.

17)  Hurdlers run and jump.

18) The sun rises in the East and sets in the West.

19) The miser is counting his money.

20) The paintings of Cezanne are valued highly.

21) Enemy forces had been seen on the beach.

22) The winner of the match should have been the young Australian.

23)  Stevenson could have been elected.

24) The Ancient Mariner’s tale should have been told to everyone.

25) Should the bucking broncos and the Brahma bulls paw the earth and kick their stalls?

26) Could the farmer and his wife milk the cows and churn the butter by sun-up?

THE SUBJECT--Exercises (pages 6-7)

Underline each simple subject once.

1) I see your point.

2) I saw Woodstock four times.

3) I have seen Hair once before.

4) Brent has been seen frequently in study hall.

5) Peter had been seen climbing rocks before the rockslide.

6) Go. (You understood)

7) Go and never darken my door again! (You understood)

8) Stop that idiotic behavior! (You understood)

9) You, Sir, stop that idiotic behavior!

10) Please don’t rock the boat. (You understood)

11) Did you study your vocabulary?

12) Have you learned all the words?

13) Has the ship been sighted by the lookout?

14) Were any freighters sunk by the submarine?

15) Could any of the ships have been lost in the fog?

16) Men, women, and dogs ran through the formal garden.

17) Men, Women, and Dogs is the title of one of Mr. Thurber’s books.

18) Sinclair Lewis, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, and John Steinbeck have all won the Nobel Prize in literature.

19) The cries of revolution and the sounds of firearms reverberated throughout the plaza.

20) Down the corridors of history echo the footsteps of giants.

21) A person’s handwriting can be revealing.

22) The handwriting of a person can contain clues to his personality.

23) Could graffiti be called the handwriting on the wall?

24) The hand is writing without conscious thought.

25) Words, phrases, and clauses can all be subjects of sentences.

26) I am the captain of my fate.

27) You are the apple of my eye.

28) He is the dunce of the class.

29) We are the leaders of the pack.

30) They are the Top Ten records of the month.

31) Daffodils grow.

32) Beautiful daffodils grow.

33) Daffodils and crocuses grow.

34) Yellow daffodils and purple crocuses grow.

35) On the hill by our house beautiful yellow daffodils and colorful purple crocuses grow.

36) The daffodils by my house bloomed last week.

37) The daffodils by my house and the crocuses by the gate bloomed last week.

38) The beautiful yellow daffodils across the road from my house and the colorful purple crocuses by the fish pond bloomed for over two weeks.

39) Did the daffodils bloom?

40) Did the daffodils and crocuses bloom?

41) Endlessly tolled the chapel bells.

42) Over the goalpost once again sailed the ball.

43) Slowly the riverboat gambler turned over his last card.

44) The pen and the sword attacked the enemy in their diverse ways.

45) Came the dawn and the roll of the drums.

46) “Chicago” and “Blood, Sweat, and Tears” use horns in their arrangements.

47) The 1960’s were a time of social ferment in America.

48) Both the director and the cameraman screamed in frustration at the startled starlet.

49) Go, went, and gone are the principal parts of the verb go.

50) Colloquialisms, cant, jargon, slang, and vulgarisms have absolutely no place in formal writing.

THE PREDICATE--Sample Exercises (page 9)

Underline each simple predicate twice.

1) Archeopteryxes fly.

2) Joggers jiggle.

3) Lovers leaped.

4) Skaters waltz.

5) Foxes trot.

6) The Urubamba leads to Uilcapampa

7) Chlorophyll is the green in plants.

8) The wheat undulated in the wind.

9) The boxer pulverized Rocky.

10) Wayside Publishing publishes this book.

11) Joanna had dazzled him.

12) Sometimes clothespins do hold noses.

13) Homework sometimes does work hardship.

14) A hard ship will sink.

15) Dromedaries must like camels.

16) David had cut his curly hair.

17) Kind Mr. Martin was enjoying the student’s plight.

18) The pyloric sphincter does grind spasmodically.

19) Merry Midas may make many mufflers.

20) She shall sell sea shells.

21) Hank has been hitting home runs.

22) The principal will have said it all.

23) Alice has been volunteered as Costume Chairman.

24) A small gift could have meant a great deal.

25) The guilty man had been tried by his peers.

THE PREDICATE--Exercises (pages 10-11)

Underline each simple predicate twice.

1) Dick came.

2) Spot jumped.

3) Jane ran.

4) Jerry saw.

5) Alice looked.

6) Spot ran.

7) Spot was not colorfast.

8) Dick spotted Jane.

9) Jane ran fast.

10) Jane was not colorfast, either.

11) Jerry saw Alice.

12) Alice shrank.

13) Alice was not Sanforized.

14) Mrs. Kilpatrick taught us beautifully.

15) The camel threaded his way into the needle.

16) May I see him now, please?

17) Will you stop that!

18) I am losing my mind!

19) The soccer ball was kicked by Pele.

20) A bar tender was sought by the toothless termite.

21) Jose could not see the dawn’s early light.

22) Poinsettias were named after Joel Poinsett.

23) Workers must increase production.

24) Cars should run on olive oil.

25) Candy manufacturers were switching to artificial sweeteners.

26) The Black Knight shuffled to his feet.

27) Chrysanthemums bloom in the fall.

28) The workman in the bell tower dropped his hammer.

29) Roger Bannister ran the first mile in less than four minutes.

30) The organization restoring the old house is the Ladies Auxiliary of the Hemlock Chowder and Marching Society.

31) Bang the Drum Slowly became the most popular book in our library.

32) Through the woods raced the wild stallion.

33) There are many excellent foreign films in town this week.

34) Mr. Beauchamp, cease your caddish behavior!

35) Stop.

36) I may arrive in time for breakfast.

37) The secret agent did not readily divulge his information.

38) The old professor was struck by flying brickbats.

39) Do the movies on television really tell the true story of the old West?

40) Have you really become a fuzz, Mr. Peach?

41) The textbooks probably have not been changed in the last forty years.

42) The young intellectual had been shouting his ideas for most of the evening.

43) The champion should never have fought the overrated challenger.

44) She cannot have told you that!

45) Has the Confederate detachment been moved across the river and into the trees?

46) The precocious children might have been playing with my chemistry set.

47) The meet should never have been won by the Cobras.

48) His behavior would seldom have been tolerated in our day.

49) Boys will be boys; some will be men.

50) The College Board examinations were held in the cafeteria and were attended by over two hundred students.

