Beowulf  - Questions for Part 3
1. Beowulf has been called a Pagan story composed (or at least written down) by a Christian poet. What Christian and pre-Christian (Germanic, Anglo-Saxon, or epic-heroic) elements can you identify?
2. To what extent are God and Fate the same thing in the poem? To what extent are they in conflict? 
3. What about the representation of evil? What is the significance of Grendel belonging to the "race of  Cain"?

4. Is there a difference between the evil of Grendel and that of his Mother? How about the dragon at the end? 
5. Where does the dragon come from? Why does he attack the Geats? Is the dragon a greater or lesser threat than Grendel? Why does Beowulf go to fight him? 

6. Is Beowulf a savior figure? What motivates his heroism? To what extent is he altruistic, and in what might he appear egotistical? 
7. Compare Beowulf’s character to the final lines of Lord Alfred Tennyson’s poem, Ulysses.
 “Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 

   To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
8. The book is divided into three main parts with Beowulf battling a formidable 'monster' in each one. Therefore a point of study is, as one compares Beowulf's first two battles with his last, what are the major differences? What are the similarities?
9. In Anglo-Saxon literature, a hoarded treasure frequently symbolizes spiritual death or damnation.  How might this fact add significance to Beowulf’s last fight with the dragon?  
     11. What could the abandonment of Beowulf’s men symbolize for the future of his kingdom?
     12. The Anglo-Saxon code says that a leader rewards his loyal followers and expects loyalty in return.
 Earlier, when Beowulf went to fight Grendel, his men were eager to follow him.  What could have 
 changed?
     13. According to the time period, why would Wiglaf be named the next king?
     14. The epic ends with an elegiac note (a note of mourning).  What words and images contribute to  

           this tone?

     15. The story starts and ends with a funeral.  Why would the poet do that?  What connections do you 
           see between the two?

TRIVIA:  In the 1930s, excavations at Sutton Hoo, Suffolk, England, revealed a ship containing a huge treasure. Although no body was found, this appears to be the burial site of an early English king, most likely Raedwald (king of the East Angles from 600AD to 624AD), who died in the seventh century. The items in the ship are very like those included in Beowulf's burial in the last part of the poem. Was Beowulf originally composed as a tribute to this late great king?

How can we explain a story set in Sweden and Denmark as part of Britain’s history?  A well-attested northern custom by which the children of leading men were often brought up not at home, but by some distinguished friend or relative. In this way, at a royal level, a future East Anglian potentate fostered in Sweden could have heard the stories before returning to Britain to assume his inheritance.

