Beowulf – Study Questions for parts 1 – 3
1. Why does Hrothgar decide to build a mighty hall? What does he call it? Describe this hall.

2. Describe what transpires in the mead hall to evoke the anger of the monster.

3. What is Grendel’s lineage? Why is he described as being “born of Cain”? 

4. What happens during Grendel’s first visit to Heorot? When does this occur? Describe the scene. 

5. How long does Grendel haunt Heorot? 

6. Why doesn’t Grendel attack Hrothgar? 

7. To what (pagan) measure do Hrothgar and his nobles resort to rid themselves of Grendel? 

8. How does Beowulf react when he hears of the plight of the Danes and Hrothgar? 

9. How are Beowulf and his men received when they arrive on the Danish shore? 

10. Why does Beowulf describe himself by recounting his heritage? Why has he come? 
11. Hrothgar’s herald greets Beowulf and his men. According to the herald, what distinguishes Beowulf’s visit from those of others who have come before him? 
12. According to Wulfgar, why have Beowulf and his men come all the way from Geatland to help the Danes? 

13. If Beowulf loses the battle with Grendel, what are his instructions for after his death? 

14. What is the purpose of the feast that Hrothgar hosts in Beowulf’s honor? 
15. Identify Unferth. Why does he seem to be perplexed by Beowulf’s stories? How does he address Beowulf? 

16. Describe Unferth’s tale of the swimming competition between Brecca and Beowulf. 
17. What is Beowulf’s response to Unferth? 
18. Beowulf continues with his story, countering Unferth’s tale. How does his tale end?

19. Describe Wealtheow. 
20. What happens when Grendel reaches for Beowulf? 

21. Describe the struggle that ensues between Beowulf and Grendel. 

22. What happens when Beowulf’s men attack Grendel? Account for this outcome to their efforts. 

23. At the conclusion of the battle between Beowulf and Grendel, what transpires? 

24. Who is Siegmund? Why is his story recounted? 
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25. What were Hrothgar’s gifts to Beowulf for removing the threat of Grendel to the Danes?

26. What gifts does Hrothgar give to Beowulf’s men? (

27. How were the bodies of the dead disposed of in Anglo-Saxon times? 

28. What gifts does Wealtheow give to Beowulf at the feast? What are her words to Beowulf about her sons? 

29. How long had Grendel’s mother dwelt in the cold, murky subterranean lake? 

30. What is Grendel’s mother’s motive in coming to Heorot? 

31. Whom does she snatch? 

33. Describe the location of the place where Grendel lived with his mother. 

34. Describe the location of the place where Grendel lived with his mother. 

35. What equipment does Beowulf adorn as he goes in pursuit of Grendel’s mother? How is this different from what he wore in his battle with Grendel? 

36. What is the significance of the sword, Hrunting? 

37. Describe the encounter Beowulf has with Grendel’s mother. How effective were his weapons? 

38. How does Beowulf eventually slay Grendel’s mother? 

39. What does Beowulf do with the body of Grendel that he finds lying in a corner of the lair?

40. What is happening on the surface with Hrothgar’s men while Beowulf is fighting under the lake? 

41. What happens to the “magnificent sword”? 

42. To what does Beowulf attribute his victory over Grendel’s mother in his audience with Hrothgar? 

43. What has Hrothgar to say of the role of pride for a leader? 

44. Describe Hygelac’s queen. How is she received by the Geats? 

45. Why is this chapter devoted to the re-telling of the tale of Beowulf’s victories over Grendel and his mother? 

46. How does Hygelac reward Beowulf for his feats?
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47. Who is king after Hygelac? How does he die? 

48. What large event happens fifty years into Beowulf’s reign? 

49. Why did the slave steal from the dragon? What were his motivations? 

50. How did the dragon’s tower come to have so many riches? 

51. What does Beowulf think has brought on the wrath of the dragon? 

52. Why does Beowulf again recount the glory of day’s past before taking on a battle with the dragon? 

53. How does Beowulf feel about his upcoming battle against the dragon? 

54. Why does Beowulf announce that he is going to face the dragon alone? 

55. What do Beowulf’s men do as he is taking on the dragon? 

56. Identify: Wiglaf. 

57. Describe the effectiveness of Beowulf’s sword, Naegling. 

58. Describe how Beowulf and Wiglaf join forces to slay the dragon. 

59. What is Beowulf’s dying wish? 

60. How does Beowulf react when he sees the treasure? 

61. What are his funeral instructions? Why? 

62. After both Beowulf and the dragon are slain, how do Beowulf’s followers behave? What does Wiglaf say to them? 
63. According to the messenger who announces Beowulf’s death to his people, what might the Geats expect now from their enemies? 
64. Wiglaf decrees that all the treasure should be burned. What is his reason for this? 
65. What role does fate play in Beowulf’s demise, according to Wiglaf? 
66. What is the role of the twelve horsemen who surround Beowulf’s monument? 
