Clauses
· All clauses have a subject and verb, but not all of them express a complete thought.  

Two types of clauses:

1. Dependent (subordinate) clauses do not express a complete thought and cannot stand by themselves. 

EX:  The woman who spoke to our class yesterday informed us of financial aid for college applicants (the clause in bold could not stand by itself if you pulled it out of the sentence; making it a dependent clause)
2. Independent clauses express a complete thought and can stand by themselves.

EX:  Should we go for a walk or is it too hot outside?  (the clause in bold can stand by itself if pulled from the sentence; making it an independent clause)

3 Uses of Dependent (subordinate) Clauses
· Dependent clauses fulfill the same function in sentences as adjectives, adverbs, and nouns.  They are named according to the job they do in the sentence.

1. Adjective Clause
· An adjective clause is a dependent clause used as an adjective to modify a noun or pronoun.

Ex.  The novel that I borrowed from the library is about the Irish revolt of 1798.  (the dependent clause in bold describes the novel).
Ex. Our town’s civic center, which was renovated last year, has just been declared a landmark. (the dependent clause in bold describes the town’s civic center)

· An adjective clause always follows the noun or pronoun it modifies.  It is sometimes set off by commas and sometimes not.  If the clause is needed to identify the word modified, no commas are used (in the first example, the adjective clause is not set off because it is needed to identify which novel the sentence is about.  If the clause merely adds information that is not essential, as in the second example, commas are used.)

· Adjective clauses are usually introduced by the pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and that.  These pronouns are called relative pronouns because they relate the adjective clause to the word the clause modifies.  
Ex.  Sarah Boone was the woman who invented the ironing board.  (The relative pronoun who relates the adjective clause to woman.  It also functions as the subject of the adjective clause.)

Ex.  Ellen is one of the people whom I invited.  (Whom relates the adjective clause to people).

· In some cases, the relative pronoun is omitted.  The pronoun is understood and still thought of as having a function in the clause.

Ex.  Is this the coat [that] you talked about?  (The relative pronoun that or which is understood)

2. Adverb Clause
· a dependent clause that modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb.
· Like adverbs, adverbial clauses modify words by telling how, when, where, or under what circumstances.
Ex.  Before we left, we turned off the lights. (the clause in bold tells when we turned off the lights)

Ex.  If we win, we will be in first place.  (the clause in bold tells under what condition we will be in first place.)

· Adverb clauses are introduced by subordinating conjunctions.  As its name suggests, a subordinating conjunction makes its clause a subordinate (dependent) part of the sentence – a part that cannot stand alone.  


Common Subordinating Conjunctions*
After

Although

As

As if

As long as

As soon as

Because

Before 

If 

In order that

Since

So that

Than

Though

Unless 

Until when

Whenever

Where

Wherever

While 

* Many of the words in this list can be used as other parts of speech.  For instance, some of them may be used as prepositions. 
3. Noun Clause

· a dependent clause used as a noun.
· Noun clauses are usually introduced by such connectives as that, whether, what, who, whoever, whose, where, why, etc.  

· When you identify the clause, check to see if the clause is used as the subject, object, or predicate nominative of the sentence. 

Ex.  Compare the following two sentences.  Notice that in the SECOND sentence, a dependent clause takes the place of a noun in the first sentence. 1. His illness was Todd’s excuse. 2.  That he was ill was Todd’s excuse.  1.  She believes the saying.  2.  She believes that hard work means success.










