EVALUATION STANDARDS 
An "A" paper has most of these strengths: 
1. has an engaging opening
2. is thoughtful and logical 
3. is clearly organized 
4. is controlled by a character strength
5. stays on topic 
6. speaks in present tense
7. frames
8. has transitions between and within paragraphs 
9. has varied sentence structure 
10. has appropriate language and avoids clichés 
11. has strong verbs (little to no passive voice) 
12. has very few or no distracting errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
A "B" paper has most of the characteristics of an "A" paper but may have some of these weaknesses: 
1. has uneven development 
2. doesn’t speak in present tense for the majority of the essay
3. has repetitious sentence patterns 
4. has a few errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
5. verbs needed strengthening
A "C" paper has some of these weaknesses: 
1. has weak, but adequate, opening

2. has weak, but adequate, focus 
3. has weak, but adequate organization 
4. develops some points inadequately 
5. contains little variety in sentence structure 
6. inadequately speaks in present tense
7. is obvious in content 
8. has awkward or vague word choice 
9. is often wordy 
10. has several errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
11.  weak verbs 
A "D" paper has several of the weaknesses noted above in the "C" paper; in addition, it has other problems: 
1. has bland opening
2. has a weak or unfocused character strength
3. has some problems in organization 
4. lacks thorough development 
5. has inappropriate word choice or tone 
6. has many errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
7. has inadequately documented source material 
8. does not speak in present tense
An "F" contains most of these weaknesses: 
1. fails to focus on a character strength 
2. has serious errors in organization 
3. has generalizations that are not supported or are unfounded 
4. fails to conform to assigned topic or length 
5. contains major or frequent errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling 
6. fails to document source material 
The following are examples of serious mechanical errors: 
1. run-on sentences, comma splices, and fragments 
2. incorrect sentence structure, including shifted construction, faulty predication, and misplaced and dangling modifiers 
3. incorrect verb forms 
4. subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement errors 
5. frequent misuse of punctuation marks 
6. frequent misspellings 
