Canterbury Tales – pp. 252-258
1. Why are the pilgrims going to Canterbury?

2. Where EXACTLY does the pilgrimage start?

3. How many pilgrims are going? (trick question)

4. Describe pilgrims:

a. Knight




f.  Monk

b. Squire




g.  Friar

c. Yeoman



h.  Merchant

d. Prioress




i.  Oxford Cleric

e. Nun and 3 priests

Main Discussion Questions

1. Discuss the significance of spring setting.

2. Discuss the significance of the starting place.

3. What is Chaucer revealing about how the General Prologue will be organized?

Knight:  

· What are some of the places where the Knight has fought? 

· What does the Knight do to his opponents if he beats them in the tournament ring ("the lists")? 

· What is the Knight's conversation and speech like, according to the narrator? 

· What is the Knight's armor (his habergeon) like in appearance? Why do you suppose it look like this? 

· What pilgrim is the son of this Knight? 

· The Knight has been called one of the 3 “ideal” characters of CT.  In what ways does he fall short?  What contradictions exist?
Squire

· How does the Squire's appearance contrast with that of the Knight? 

· How old is the Squire? What talents does he have and how do they contrast with the Knight? Why does the Squire sleep so little? 

Yeoman

· What's a Yeoman in the medieval world? 

· Why is the Yeoman so sun-tanned? (What does this trait suggest about him, his activities, and how he spends a time?) 

· Why do you suppose the Knight would want a servant who is good with a bow? 

Prioress 
· What's a prioress? What is the name of the particular prioress who joins the pilgrimage company? 

· What foreign language does the Prioress speak? Where (according to her accent) did she learn to speak French? What might this detail reveal about her background? 

· How does the Prioress eat her food? What does this detail suggest about her background? 

· What is the Prioress's attitude toward animals? What does this suggest about about her? 

· What does her golden brooch have written on it? What are two ways of interpreting this quotation? 

· What four people accompany the prioress? 
Monk.  
· The Monk, we hear, is an "outrider." What is an outrider in a monastery? 

· What noise do people hear as the Monk rides past them? 

· What is the Monk's attitude toward the Benedictine Rule or the Mauritian Rule (i.e., the guidelines monks are supposed to obey)? 

· What does the Monk think of the argument that holy men shouldn't hunt animals? 

· What does the Monk think about studying books? 

· What does the Monk think of Saint Augustine's Rule, which requires that monastic clergy work with their hands at manual labor? 

· What animals follow the Monk around when he rides? 

· What's unusual about the sleeves of the Monk's habit (robe)? Why does this seem strange for a monastic habit? 

· What sort of pin does the Monk wear in his habit? Why is this pin strange or unusual for a Monk's clothing? 

Monk and Prioress
· What roles do they (should they) have in society?
· How do the Prioress and the Monk contradict these roles?
· What is Chaucer revealing to his readers about church figures?

Friar

· What is the Friar's name? 

· What does the Friar frequently arrange for young women in his parish? What are two ways of interpreting this "generosity"? 

· What sort of absolution does the Friar grant to sinners? 

· What locations does the Friar know especially well in every town? What sort of people does he know very well? 

· We hear that the Friar was particularly of much help on "love-days." What are two ways of interpreting this phrase, "love-days"? 

Merchant

· Explain the ways that the Merchant uses professional terminology.
· Why does Chaucer say that he does not know the Merchant’s name?

Oxford Cleric
· What does the word "Clerk" mean in medieval times? 

· What does the Clerk of Oxford look like in terms of his physical build? What condition are his clothes in? What does this suggest about the Clerk? 

· What does the Clerk apparently spend all his money on? 

· How talkative is the Clerk? When he talks, what traits characterize his speech? 

· What two things would the Clerk "gladly" do? 

