Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

Date of  Publication and Source 
.. 
The Lord of the Flies was published in 1954. In writing the novel, Golding drew upon his experiences as a British naval officer during the Second World War. He based much of the plot and several of his characters on an 1858 book, The Coral Island, by Robert M. Ballantyne. Ballantyne's story recounts the adventures of three British boys--Ralph, Jack, and Peterkin--who survive a shipwreck and create their own little society on an island where pigs run wild. 

Writing Style 
. 
.......Golding relies heavily on figures of speech and symbols to undergird his story. Golding’s language is vivid but easy to understand, and the plot moves quickly. As in Animal Farm, by Golding’s fellow countryman Eric Blair (pen name, George Orwell), the characters and the action have several layers of meaning, although readers can enjoy the novel as an adventure story on its basic, literal level. 
Type of Work

The Lord of the Flies is an allegorical novel. It was published in 1954 and made into a motion picture in 1963. An allegory is a literary work in which characters, events, objects, and ideas have secondary or symbolic meanings. Another popular allegorical novel is George Orwell's Animal Farm, about farm animals vying for power.
.. 
Internal and External Conflict 

There are two main types of conflict in literature: external and internal. External conflict pits a person against another human or against an animal, an object, the forces of nature, or any other thing or things outside of him. Internal conflict involves a struggle between a person and his emotions or negative attributes. Both types of conflict occur in The Lord of the Flies.
Discussion Questions for LOF – Chapter 1

1. Why do you think we are not given Ralph’s and Piggy’s names at the beginning of the chapter?

2. Describe Ralph and Piggy.  What are your first impressions?

3. What is the significance of the conch shell?

4. How did the boys get to the island?

5. How do the boys attempt to create a social order/model civilization?  Do you think this will be successful without adult supervision?

6. Who do you think would be the best leader?  Why?

7. Who is the chief?  What is his first decision?

8. Why is he chosen as leader?

9. How do Jack and his choir boys first look when they enter the story?

10. What does Ralph’s efforts to appease Jack tell you about Jack’s character?

11. What does Ralph’s revelation about Piggy’s name suggest?

12. Describe the island.

13. Why wasn’t the pig killed?

Lord of the Flies Discussion Questions for ch. 2

1. How can we tell that time has passed since the first chapter?

2.  As the leader, what are Ralph’s two priorities?  Are these priorities you would have chosen?  Why/Why not?

3. What is the significance of the little boys’ fear of the Beastie?  Does it have an impact on the rest of the boys?

4. Did Ralph set out at the beginning of the chapter to be a leader?  How does Piggy help Ralph with this position?  

5. How is Piggy different from Ralph?  Is he as positive about the rescue as Ralph?  Why/Why not?

6. Does Simon fit well into Jack’s choir?  How does Simon comfort Piggy?  What does this suggest about him?

7. Why does Golding give such a detailed description of the island?

8. What does the fire represent?

9.  Discuss Ralph’s desire to have a “small fire” and then the end result.

10. Discuss the irony regarding the fire.  (what it represents and what it takes)

11. What does the death of the boy with the Mulberry birthmark prove to the boys?  

12. How is anarchy introduced?  

13. Do you believe there is a beast on the island?  What is it (literally and symbolically?)

14. Discuss the idea of the beast entering paradise (think about the Bible.)

15.  Tensions grow between Piggy and Jack.  How does Ralph settle matters?

LOF  Discussion Questions – ch. 3 & 4

1. Simon finds a secluded place in the high jungle where he can be alone.  Why do you think he does this?  What do you think this indicates about Simon?

2. What age group starts the “littluns”?

3. Discuss Henry.  What is Golding revealing about the microcosm?

4. Who are the smallest boys on the island?

5. What inner conflict does Maurice go through on page 60?

6. Roger starts throwing rocks at Henry, but makes sure that he keeps each rock six yards away from Henry.  Discuss Golding’s implications of the rocks being thrown.  Why is this scene particularly telling?

7. What happens when Jack smears clay on his face?

8. Why does Golding point out that Piggy’s hair never seems to grow? (page 64)

9. What is Ralph’s opinion of Piggy according to page 65?

10. Why can’t the boys signal the ship?  Who is to blame directly and indirectly?

11. Discuss “Simon looked now, from Ralph to Jack, as he had looked from Ralph to the horizon, and what he saw seemed to make him afraid.”  (page 68).

12. Discuss the chant that Jack and boys are saying after they kill the pig.

13. What inner conflict is going on within Jack on page 69?

14. What is ironic about Jack smearing blood on his forehead on page 71?

15. The turning point for Jack’s character is?

16. What is the first act of violence that Jack commits after his turning point?

17. What “verbal trick” does Jack pull on Ralph concerning the fire?

18. Why is Jack willing to give meat to Simon and not Piggy?

19. What does Simon do for Piggy?

20. What do the littluns act out at the end of Chapter 4?

21. Watching the hunters dance and chant, Ralph feels envy and resentment.  Why do you think he is feeling these emotions?  Of what is he envious?  What does he resent?

LOF Discussion Questions – ch. 5

1. What is Ralph trying to convince himself of at the opening of ch. 5?

2. What is Ralph trying to do by wearing clothes?

3. What has changed about Ralph’s attitude towards Piggy on page 78?

4. What is Ralph worried about if he doesn’t start the meeting with small, easy words for the littluns?

5. What are the 5 main points that Ralph is trying to make in his meeting?  What is he trying to return to the island?

6. Ralph says that the group should die before they let the fire go out.  What does he mean by that comment?

7. Discuss “Things are starting to break up.  I don’t understand why.  We began well; we were happy.  And then-“ (pg. 82)

8. How does Jack reassure the boys about the beast?

9. Who did Phil see moving around by the shelters?

10. What happens when Ralph looks at Percival?

11. Why won’t Ralph have Piggy count the littluns now?

12. Discuss “To Ralph, seated, this seemed the breaking up of sanity.  Fear, beasts, no general agreement that the fire was all important.” (88) What is causing the breakdown of sanity?

13. What does Simon suggest about the beast?

14. Discuss “What are we?  Humans?  Or animals?  Or savages?  What’s grownups going to think?  Going off-hunting pigs-letting fires out-and now?  (91)

15. What does Jack say about Ralph (p.91) and about the rules (91)?

16. Why is Piggy worried about what the grown-ups would say?(92)

17. Why won’t Ralph blow the conch?

18. Why doesn’t Piggy want Ralph to give up being chief?

19. Why doesn’t Simon want Ralph to give up being chief?

LOF Discussion Questions – ch. 6

1. What happens during the night as the boys sleep?

2. What is the new beast from the air?

3. Who sees the beast?

4. Why doesn’t Ralph blow the conch?

5. None of the boys doubt that the beast has been seen.  Why are they all so ready to accept the presence of the beast?

6. What is Jack’s idea?

7. Where will they look for the beast?

8. Why isn’t Jack worried about the littluns?  Why is this important to his character development?

9. Who does Ralph nominate to look after the littluns?  Why is he the best choice?  Why would he have been helpful on the hunt?

10. What does Jack say about the conch?  What’s happening to the microcosm?

11. Why does Jack want to stay at the castle (rocks)?

12. Why does Ralph think this is a bad idea?

13. What is Ralph’s priority?  How do the hunters respond to this?

