Doctor Faustus – Christopher Marlowe (pp 685*)
* The play is on pages 684 – 733.  While you may read the play on-line, I may reference some of the footnotes that are mentioned in the Longman Anthology.  

I will not require the regular study guide questions for this reading, but here are some topics to note and be prepared to discuss:

1. Marlowe’s depiction of knowledge and learning

2. White Magic vs. Black Magic (allegorical/symbolic of what?)
3. The function of the "Chorus" in Faustus
4. 7 deadly sins and salvation through forgiveness
5. To what extent is Dr. Faustus a morality play?
6. Is this a comedy or is this a tragedy (or is it a history)? The title claims it's a "tragical history," but that may mean no more than "tragic story" in Early Modern English. However, as the genre of tragedy begins to take on more pronounced formal characteristics, it becomes possible to say Faustus was transformed into something very like a tragedy (five acts, ascending and descending dramatic structure, high-status hero with poignant flaw which dooms him by means of his deeds, etc.)
7. To what extent does Dr. Faustus function as an ars moriendi teaching the audience to "die well"? As a psychomachia (a battle within, and over, the human soul)?

8. Does Dr. Faustus qualify as a humanist piece of literature?  Why?/Why not?
9. Marlowe was a secret agent of Queen Elizabeth's government, and probably was killed by another agent, perhaps assassinated. Secrecy plays a strong role in both Dr. Faustus and The Jew of Malta, Marlowe's last plays. 

a. How does he treat the secret realm, whether of knowledge or of politics? 
b. How do Faustus' trips to the Vatican and the Emperor's palace affect him and his audience? 

c. Is it what you expected, based on what he said he'd do with magic in scene 1? 

d. What might Marlowe be signaling here about the effects of his sojourns among the secret realms of Elizabethan government, and how might it relate to the views we get of Tudor secrecy in Wyatt ("They Flee From Me) and Spenser (The Faerie Queene)? 

10. Parallels with Milton’s Paradise Lost?
You must provide a page number for each piece of evidence you find.  

We will be having a Socratic seminar after the text has been read and a reading assessment has been given.  In addition to the topics mentioned above, you must come prepared with at least 7 questions to use during the seminar.  

