Metaphysical Poetry
Metaphysical poetry, a term coined by Samuel Johnson, has its roots in 17th-century England. This type of poetry is witty, ingenious, and highly philosophical. It topics included love, life and existence. It used literary elements of similes, metaphors, imagery, paradoxes, conceit, and far-fetched views of reality.

John Donne is regarded as the “leading poet” of this highly intellectual form of poetry. Donne was influenced by the belief that the precision of beauty in the adored (loved one) behaved as a commemoration of ideal beauty in the everlasting kingdom (heaven). He also used unconventional and colloquial rhythm and tone, which was highly contrary to the Elizabethan poetry style.

Style
· 17th Century
· Psychological analysis of the emotion of love, religion, spirituality

· Unconventional

· Intellectual 

· Blend of passion and thought

· Witty
Dramatic Context
· Life is perplexing

· A spirit of revolt

· Ponder the complexities and contradiction of life

Denotation/Connotation
· Startling word choice

Comparison
· Includes the metaphysical conceit or extended, far-fetched comparison (often an analogy or metaphor)

· Grotesque, extravagant, often “violent, unheard of” references

Imagery
· Often shocking

· “Unpoetical” (often not pretty or romantic)

Allusion
· Extremely learned

· Biblical

· Classical (literature, mythology, philosophy)

· Science oriented (weather, alchemy, metallurgy, geometry, astronomy)

· Government, law

Rhythm/Sound
· Meant to echo everyday speech

· Meter is often rugged, choppy as opposed to the sweet, smooth verse of Elizabethans and the later Romantics

· Meter is used to enact emotion: Emphasis on action, tension, conflict

· Usually some end rhyme
