Genre Info
1. Novel

2. Drama

3. Poem

4. Epic

5. Short Story

6. Non-Fiction

ELEMENTS OF THE NOVEL, DRAMA, SHORT STORY:

It's critical to understand these elements and how they are related.

Plot -- There are many definitions of plot, but plot is essentially the story, or the events that make up 

what the book is about. Plot, of course, is defined by conflict, either internal (Coming to terms with the loss of a spouse, for example) or external, (A stalker is watching through the window), and the best plots are both original and interesting. Complexity of the plot is a matter of taste, so is the setting (such as time period).

No matter what other definition is given, the very best plots are defined by readers with the simple phrase, "I couldn't put the book down." In other words, a great story.

The plot has five parts to it, and these are:

· exposition

· rising action

· climax

· falling action

· resolution

Setting  -- The setting refers to the place and time in which the author sets their story. 

Characterization -- The character is one of the most important of the elements of a novel,   

           because it is through them that the author tells the story. (indirect vs. direct characterization)
Character Development -- Bringing the characters to life in the reader's mind. They can range from 

thumbnail sketches to deep, wordy, highly detailed biographies of each character. It's important to note that different genres and stories require different types of character development. 

Theme -- This is the major idea, or motif, that permeates the whole work. This motif recurs throughout 
from the beginning to the end. It is the writer’s very reason for writing. 

Writing Style -- How the novel is written. Is the writing style efficient or complex? Does the author use an extensive vocabulary or get straight to the point? Are words used appropriately with regard to meaning, or do they seem written to showcase the "sound" of a sentence? Style should always be appropriate for the genre or story. An appropriate style adds to the texture of the novel; an inappropriate style does just the opposite. Literary fiction tends to lean toward complex sentences with original language. Thrillers tend to use shorter, more efficient sentences, especially as the pace quickens in the novel.

Length -- Just what it says. How long is the book? The length should be appropriate to the genre and be appropriate to the story. The Notebook, which in its final form was 45,000 words, was originally 80,000 words before Nicholas Sparks edited it down. Why did he cut so much? He has said that the story was so simple (only two main characters and two settings, and the majority of the novel was devoted to only a couple of days) that the additional words didn't add much; in fact, all they did was slow the story to a crawl.  In Stephen King's book, On Writing, he says his general rule of thumb is to cut 10%. According to one rumor about Ernest Hemingway, his advice was to take the first fifty pages of your novel and cut them down to five pages. Sometimes when writing, less is more. 
ELEMENTS OF POETRY
Voice -- the way writing/poems "talk" to the reader. 

· Lyric poems express the feelings of the writer. 
· Narrative poems tell a story.
· Apostrophes talk to something that can't answer (a bee, the moon, a tree) and is good for wondering, asking, or offering advice. 
· Conversation is a dialogue between two voices and often asks readers to guess who the voices are.

Stanzas (how lines are grouped) -- A stanza is a grouping of lines within a poem (like paragraphs).
Sound (includes rhyme, but also many other patterns) -- The earliest poems were memorized and 
recited, not written down, so sound is very important in poetry.

· Rhyme - Rhyme means sounds agree. Usually the poetic line has end rhyme (words at the end of a line). 
· Repetition - Repetition occurs when a word or phrase used more than once. Repetition can create a pattern (always ask yourself…”Why? Why does the poet create this pattern?”

· Refrain - a regularly recurring phrase or verse especially at the end of each stanza or division of a poem or song
· Alliteration - Alliteration is the repetition of the initial consonant sound.  

· Onomatopoeia - Onomatopoeia means words or phrases that sound like the things they are describing. (hiss, zoom, bow-wow, etc.)
· Consonance - the repetition of the same consonant two or more times in short succession "pitter patter"
· Assonance - rhyme in which the same vowel sounds are used with different consonants in the stressed syllables of the rhyming words (penitent and reticence).
Rhythm (what kind of "beat" or meter does the poem have?) 
· Meter (or metrics) the basic rhythmic structure (beat) of a verse or lines in verse.  Poetry in English is often made up of poetic units or feet. The most common feet are the iamb, the trochee, the anapest, and the dactyl. Each foot has one stress or beat.

Depending on what kind of poem you're writing, each line can have anywhere from one to many stressed beats, otherwise known as feet. Most common are:

· Trimeter (three beats)

· Tetrameter (four beats)

· Pentameter (five beats)

Rhetorical devices
· Simile - a comparison of one thing to another, using the words "like," "as," or "as though."
· Metaphor - comparing one thing to another by saying that one thing is another thing/ uses an image, story or tangible thing to represent a less tangible thing or some intangible quality or idea. Metaphors are stronger than similes, but they are more difficult to see.

· Personification - giving human traits (qualities, feelings, action, or characteristics) to non-living objects
Form (there are standard types of poem)

· Ballad - story told in verse. A ballad stanza is usually four lines, and there is often a repetitive refrain. As you might guess, this form started out as a song. An example of a traditional Scottish ballad is Lord Randal at http://www.bartleby.com/243/66.html
· Haiku - a short poem with seventeen syllables, usually written in three lines with five syllables in the first line, seven in the second, and five in the third. The present tense is used and words are not repeated. It does not rhyme. 
· Villanelle - a 19-line poem with five tercets (3 lines of poetry) and one quatrain (4 lines) at the end. Two of the lines are repeated alternately at the ends of the tercets, and finish off the poem: the first line and the third line of the first tercet. Although it sounds very complicated, it's like a song or a dance and easy to see once you've looked at a villanelle. 
· Sonnet – a 14-line poem that follows a strict rhyme scheme and specific structure. There are different types of sonnet. The most familiar to us is made of three quatrains and ends with a couplet. 
· Free verse  - poetry that does not obviously rhyme and doesn't have a set meter. 
· Concrete poetry (pattern or shape poetry) is a picture poem, in which the visual shape of the poem contributes to its meaning. 

ELEMENTS OF EPICS
· long 
· narrative 
· formal style 
· serious subject 
· central figure is quasi-divine 
· actions of central figure determine the fate of a nation 
  
Literary Epics Also Include: 
· hero of great national/cosmic importance 
· setting is huge, and may involve a good deal of travel 
· action involves battle and superhuman deeds 
· supernatural beings take an interest, and sometimes even a part 
ELEMENTS OF NON-FICTION

Author’s Purpose:  To provide information to the reader.

       Three reasons to provide information are:

· inform

· entertain

· persuade

     

Major Idea(s): The key points the author wants his/her reader to understand. 

· Supporting Detail(s): The information that clarifies the major ideas. 

· Vocabulary:  The labels for ideas and concepts.

· Reader’s Aids:  The variety of pictorial, graphic, typographic and structural representations used to convey information.

Non-Fiction Text Structures  
A text structure is the manner in which major ideas and supporting details are organized in a non-fiction text.  The information being presented and the author’s purpose determine how the writer organizes the concepts and ideas. 

· Enumeration:  A major idea is supported by a list of details and examples.

· Time Order:  A major idea is supported by details. Both major ideas and supporting details must be in a particular sequence.

· Compare/Contrast:  The supporting details of two or more major ideas indicate how those concepts are similar or different.

· Cause/Effect:  The supporting details give the causes of a major idea or the supporting details are the results produced by the major idea.

