Infinitives – Practice

DIRECTIONS:  Enclose each infinitive or infinitive phrase in parentheses and label its grammatical function in the sentence (direct object, predicate nominative, subject, object of the preposition, appositive)

1. Our newspaper staff tried to publish a paper that was mature and at the same time humorous.

2. To run and play freely was the haunting desire of most of the children in the ward.

3. Dawkins’ alternate plan, to play professional football, was thwarted when he became a Rhodes Scholar.

4. Apparently wanting to come in the house, Bowser tore a gigantic hole in the front screen.

5. The current fad among the girls at our school is to wear green lipstick and long white eyelashes.

6. Citation’s owners expected to win the triple crown in racing.

7. 
Betty’s plan was to go to the museum as often as she could. 

8. To live is to suffer.

9. Not to study was the only alternative.

10. Matilda did not want to attend the dance with Wallaby.

11. Mallory’s plan was to ascend the east wall of the mountain.

12. To find an infinitive in a sentence is easy.

13. To do the work seemed foolish, but it had to be done.

14. The ball player’s main goal in life, to score the winning touchdown in the final seconds of the last game of the season in his senior year, seems to be rather impractical.

15. To fish, and swim, and loll around in the sun were the things that Huck and Jim really enjoyed.

1) Our newspaper staff tried (to publish a paper that was mature and at the same time humorous). direct object
2) (To run) and (play freely) was the haunting desire of most of the children in the ward. both subjects
3) Dawkins’ alternate plan, (to play professional football), was thwarted when he became a Rhodes Scholar. appositive for “plan”
4) Apparently wanting (to come in the house), Bowser tore a gigantic hole in the front screen. object of the participle “wanting”
5) The current fad among the girls at our school is (to wear green lipstick and long white eyelashes). predicate noun
6) Citation’s owners expected (to win the triple crown in racing). direct object
7) Betty’s plan was (to go to the museum as often as she could). predicate noun
8)  (To live) is (to suffer). subject; predicate noun
9) (Not to study) was the only alternative. subject
10) Matilda did not want (to attend the dance with Wallaby). direct object
11) Mallory’s plan was (to ascend the east wall of the mountain). predicate noun
12) (To find an infinitive in a sentence) is easy. subject
13. (To do the work) seemed foolish, but it had (to be done). subject; direct object
14. The ball player’s main goal in life, (to score the winning touchdown in the final seconds of the last game of the season in his senior year), seems (to be rather impractical). appositive for “goal”; predicate adjective
15. (To fish), and (swim), and (loll around in the sun) were the things that Huck and Jim really enjoyed. subject; subject (without “to”); subject (without “to”)
