Chapter 7

1. With Jack in charge of the hunt, what does Ralph dream about?

2. Why is it relevant for Golding to have Ralph daydream while Jack is in charge?

3. What does Ralph do when the boys start to play, putting Robert in the part of the boar?  

4. What feeling does Ralph have concerning this “game”?

5. Why does Robert insist they need a real pig, rather than have someone pretend to be the pig?

6. How does Jack challenge Ralph?  What is Ralph’s response?

7. When Jack returns to Ralph and Roger, what does he tell them?

8. Simon tells Ralph he isn’t certain, of course, but he thinks Ralph will get back all right.  Do you agree with Simon?  Do you think any or all of the boys will be rescued?  Why or why not?

9. Discuss the connection between Simon and a “Jesus Christ” figure.

10. When Ralph strikes the boar on the snout with his spear, how does he feel?  Afterwards, he immediately jabs at Robert with his spear?  What does he feel then?  Is there any connection between the two events?

11. How would you describe the relationship between Ralph and Jack at this point?  What is the source of their conflict?  Do you think Jack hates Ralph?  If so, why?

12. Which two characters are managing to maintain their socialized behavior?

13. Who does Ralph represent in our microcosm?  What connection do you have with him?

14. Who does Jack represent in our microcosm?  What connection do you have with him?

15. Why does Piggy have to keep reminding Ralph that they want to be rescued?

Chapter 8

1. Jack says, “I’m not going to play anymore.”  Are the boys playing?  What is the difference between play and reality for these boys?

2. Jack suggests that Ralph should no longer be chief.  What does Jack do when the others don’t respond to this suggestion?

3. As Ralph considers the need to reassign fire keepers, what does he realize?

4. What does Jack do with the sow’s head?  Why?

5. How is Jack’s action with the sow’s head ironic?

6. What does the Lord of the Flies tell Simon he should do?

7. Why does Ralph take his group to the platform?  What problem is Ralph having at this meeting?

8. What does the Lord of the Flies say that Simon has known all along?

9. What does Simon realize is happening to him?

10. What does the Lord of the Flies “tell” Simon they are going to do on the island?  What will happen if Simon tries to interfere?

11. Throughout the novel, there has been conflict between Piggy and Jack.  What do you think is the cause of this conflict?

12. Why is it significant that Piggy, for the first time, helps to gather firewood only after Jack has broken from the group?  Why does Piggy feel liberated?

13. Even though Jack enumerates Ralph’s faults, none of the boys is willing to oust Ralph as chief.  What explanation can you offer?

14. Comment on your reactions to Simon’s encounters with the Lord of the Flies.  Do you think Simon is hallucinating because of the heat?  Remember that Simon is only a young boy, about eleven or twelve.  Does such a young person usually have the kind of understanding and insight that Simon seems to possess?  

15. Do you think the Lord of the Flies’ assessment of the other boys’ feelings about Simon is accurate?  Is there any evidence to support this?  Do you think the Lord of the Flies’ warning that the others will “do” Simon if he tries to interfere is realistic?

Chapters 9 & 10

1. Why does Golding introduce the chapter with a weather report?

2. How are the organizations of Jack’s tribe and Ralph’s tribe different?  How would you label each system and leader (think about the microcosm)?

3. As it begins to rain, Ralph reminds Jack’s followers that they don’t have shelters.  Why does he bring this up now?

4. Immediately after Ralph’s tirade, Jack tells his tribe to start dancing.  Why?

5. Killing the pig and face painting become rituals, why are they important?

6. Do the changing boys recognize Simon?  Why/why not?  

7. What happens to the figure on the mountaintop?

8. Why do Ralph and Piggy feel the need to be a part of this “demented but partly secure” society?

9. What is the effect of the tide washing Simon’s body away?

10. Was Simon interfering?  (Include in your answer, what the LOF told him)

11. What is the significance of the parachutist dropping off the mountain and going out to sea?

12. Discuss Simon’s role as a Christ figure.

13. Between the two responses to Simon’s death from Piggy and Ralph, which is more typical of 


human behavior?  What do the differing responses suggest about the boys?
15. When Ralph says, “I’m frightened of us,” what do you think this means?  


Consider Simon’s earlier statement.

16. Why does Jack deny Simon’s death?  

17. What happens when Ralph tries to talk about the fire?  How do you describe this behavior?

18. Jack is called chief now by the other boys.  Why is it important that he no longer uses his given name?

19. When Maurice asks Jack what they should do if they meet the Beast, the Chief says, “We’ll do our dance again.”  What has the dance come to mean to Jack’s tribe?

20. Why does Jack want the boys to believe that the beast is still alive?

21. Do you think that Jack believes there is a beast?

Chapters 11-12

1. After all that has happened, why does Piggy still try to reason with Jack to get his glasses back?

2. Why do the twins suggest they all paint their faces before going to see Jack?

3. Jack boasts that his tribe does whatever he wants.  Is that true?  Why might the boys prefer Jack’s leadership to Ralph’s?

4. As Piggy and Ralph hurl questions at the savages, what is Roger doing?

5. What happens to the conch?  Piggy?

6. When Ralph insists on accompanying Piggy to see Jack, he is afraid that Piggy will be hurt.  Did you share the same fear?  Why?  Did Ralph think Piggy would be killed?  Did you?

7. Both Piggy and Ralph make the mistake of believing they could reason with jack about the glasses and a need for a signal fire.  Why was their thinking completely erroneous?

8. What role does Roger play in Jack’s tribe? (give 2 examples) How would you classify Jack and his tribe now?

9. Simon told Ralph at the beginning of the novel that he believed Ralph would get back all right.  Were you so optimistic?  

10. Why, after Jack and made Samneric join his tribe, is it necessary for Ralph to be hunted down?

11. Discuss irony of the rescue.

12. Why doe you think Golding describes the savages as “little boys on the beach” and Jack in particular as a “little boy”?  What point do you think he is trying to convey to the reader with this shift in wording?

13. Who responds to the naval officer’s question about being boss?  Discuss irony.

14. Discuss Jack’s actions during all of this.

15. For what does Ralph weep?

16. Why is the naval cruiser in the area?  What will continue even after the little boys have been transported back home?  

17. What parallel exists between the adult world and what has occurred on the island?

