Love and Cavalier Poetry

Petrarchan Sonnets – p. 419

1. What was the relationship between Petrarch and Laura?

2. What “ingenious” element must a Petrarchan sonnet have?

3. What are the two unequal parts of a Petrarchan sonnet named?

4. What is the “turn” in a Petrarchan sonnet?

**Petrarchan sonnets are sometimes called Italian sonnets.  

“Whoso List to Hunt” – pg. 420 – Thomas Wyatt

Sir Thomas Wyatt was a 16th-century English lyrical poet credited with introducing the sonnet into English.

· Many legends and conjectures have grown up around the notion that the young, unhappily married Wyatt fell in love with the young Anne Boleyn in the early-to-mid 1520s. His grandson (who penned a biography of Anne Boleyn many years after her death) wrote that the moment Thomas Wyatt had seen "this new beauty" on her return from France in winter 1522 he had fallen in love with her. 
· According to various gossips they were lovers. Allegedly Wyatt was Anne's suitor, even though he was married. When she attracted King Henry VIII's attentions sometime around 1525, Wyatt was the last of Anne's other suitors to be ousted by the king. 
· According to Wyatt's grandson, after an argument over her during a game of bowls with the King, Wyatt was sent on, or himself requested, a diplomatic mission to Italy.

** This poem uses a deer hunting metaphor to structure itself

1. Is “Whoso List to Hunt” a Petrarchan sonnet?

2. Who is the “hind” 

3. he speaker in the poem has been trying hard to “hunt.”  How/what is his status in the chase?

4. What do lines 7 and 8 tell about his chances?

5. What is the meaning of the Latin phrase that supposedly surrounds her neck?

6. Who, in this particular case, is “Caesar”?

“They Flee From Me” – pg. 421 – Thomas Wyatt

**Again, this poem uses a deer metaphor.

1. Is “They Flee From Me” a Petrarchan sonnet?

2. Stanza one describes the love life that the speaker used to have.  What was it like in the old days?

3. What is the speaker’s love life like now?

4. Stanza two offers some proof to the reader if one doubted what the old love life used to be like.  What is the proof?

5. According to stanza 3, how does the speaker account for the way he is treated by women now?

Spenserian Sonnets: 

Amoretti was a sonnet cycle written by Edmund Spenser in the 16th century. The cycle describes his courtship and eventual marriage to Elizabeth Boyle.
Sonnet 30 – Edmund Spenser

1. What does Sonnet 30 center around?
2. What is a paradox?
3. Find and identify 2 paradoxes.
4. Sum up Spenser’s couplet.

Sonnet 75 – Edmund Spenser

1. Why is this sonnet an eternizing conceit? 

2. What is the “tide” being compared to in line 4?

3. Why does the woman call the man a “vain man”?

4. What is the man attempting to immortalize (literally and figuratively)?

Shakespearean Sonnets: p. 736

· William Shakespeare wrote one hundred fifty-four sonnets. A sonnet is a form of lyric poetry with fourteen lines and a specific rhyme scheme.

How Shakespeare’s sonnets are arranged: 

· Shakespeare addresses Sonnets 1 through 126 to an unidentified young man with outstanding physical and intellectual attributes. The first seventeen of these urge the young man to marry so that he can pass on his superior qualities to a child, thereby allowing future generations to enjoy and appreciate these qualities when the child becomes a man. In Sonnet 18, Shakespeare alters his viewpoint, saying his own poetry may be all that is necessary to immortalize the young man and his qualities. 
· In Sonnets 127 through 154, Shakespeare devotes most of his attention to addressing a mysterious "dark lady"–a sensuous, irresistible woman of questionable morals who captivates the poet. References to the dark lady also appear in previous sonnets (35, 40, 41, 42), in which Shakespeare reproaches the young man for an apparent liaison with the dark lady. The first two lines of Sonnet 41 chide the young man for "those petty wrongs that liberty commits / when I am sometime absent from thy heart," a reference to the young man's wrongful wooing of the dark lady. The last two lines, the rhyming couplet, further impugn the young man for using his good looks to attract the dark lady. In Sonnet 42, the poet charges, "thou dost love her, because thou knowst I love her." 
Sonnet 116 – William Shakespeare – pp. 740

1. What is a marriage of true minds?

2. What metaphors are used to describe the steadiness of love?

3. What is synecdoche?

4. Identify the synecdoche in lines 9-10.

5. What is hyperbole?

6. How are lines 11-12 an example of hyperbole?

7. What does Shakespeare reveal about his speaker and subject when he discusses “Time”?

8. In the couplet, how does the speaker prove his confidence in his theory about love?

