Macbeth – Act 2 

Act 2 – Scene 1 – 24-26
1.  How does Shakespeare help his audience know that it is night time for Scene 1? ___________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Approximately what time is it? ______________________________

3.  What does Banquo clue the reader in on within lines 5-10? _______________________________________

4.  What is ironic about line 23? _______________________________________________________________
5.  What is Macbeth offering Banquo in line 26-27? _______________________________________________
6.  What is Banquo’s reaction? _________________________________________________________________
7.  Relate this conversation to the witches’ prophesy about Banquo. (Pull together the answer to question 3 and 
Banquo’s answer to Macbeth’s request) ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Macbeth tells the servant to have his wife ring the bell when his drink is ready.  What is supposed to 
happen when the bell rings? __________________________________________________________

9.  What does Macbeth see before his eyes? __________________________________________

10.  What is covering it?________________________  Whose? ______________________________________
11.  What has made him conjure up this image? ___________________________________

12.  What does Macbeth tell Duncan not to do? ________________  Why? ____________________________
Act 2 – Scene 2 – pp. 27-30
1.  What has helped to make Lady Macbeth bold? __________________________

2.  Who is the “fatal bellman”? ____________________

3.  Why couldn’t Lady Macbeth kill Duncan herself? _______________________________________________

4.  When did the owl shriek? _________________

5.  Macbeth starts raving in lines 25-28 when he tells his wife that he heard voices.  Why couldn’t 

Macbeth say “Amen” with the voices in lines 31-32? _______________________________________________
6.  Why is Macbeth so in need of a blessing in line 34-35? ___________________________________________
7.  What is happening to Macbeth’s character? ___________________________________________________
8.  Analyze some of the metaphors in lines 39-43. What is sleep being compared to? 

(1)_______________________    (2) _______________________________  (3) ___________________________
(4) __________________________

9.  SLEEP is a symbol in Macbeth.  What do you think Macbeth means when he says he heard a voice 

cry, “Sleep no more!  Macbeth does murder sleep”?  ________________________________________________
10.  What does Lady Macbeth have to tell her husband to do in lines49-50? __________________________  
What has Macbeth forgotten to do? ________________________________________  

11.  What must Lady Macbeth do? ______________________________________________________________
12.  Imagery:  Lady Macbeth tells her husband that a little blood will wash away his crime (line 70).  In earlier 
lines, what image does Macbeth use to describe the depth of his guilt? _________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  When Lady Macbeth hears a knocking, what does she tell Macbeth to do? _________________________

14.  What does Macbeth wish at the end of Scene 2? ______________________________________________
Act 2 – Scene 3 – pp.30 - 37
· The opening of this scene is with a drunk porter (door tender) going to answer the knocking at Macbeth’s castle gate.  Many critics have questioned how this character came to be in the play because he quite obviously doesn’t fit in with the story line or the rest of the cast.  One possible reason is that Shakespeare was trying to provide each actor in the playhouse with a part.  There would have been a resident comic, and Shakespeare could have been simply trying to give that gentleman a part.  Many believe, however, that since Shakespeare wasn’t one to follow the rules, that he was simply using the porter as comic relief after Duncan’s murder.   Once the part, however is acted out, many believe the scene to add tension.  Since it is eerily coincidental that immediately following Duncan’s murder there is a knock blaring out across the stage, the audience becomes extremely curious to see who has hastened Macbeth’s and Lady Macbeth’s plans.  The porter takes his time to answer the door, and so it adds a great deal of suspense.  

1. What is ironic about the porter asking who is at the gate in the name of Beelzebub? ________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is the porter describing Macbeth’s castle? ______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the porter asking for when he opens the entrance and says, “I pray you, remember the 

porter”? __________________________________________

4. According to the porter, what does drink do? (1)____________________________________________
(2) ___________________________  (3) ____________________________(4)____________________________
5.  Lennox describes what happened at his camp last night (during the murder of Duncan).  Once again we have nature mirroring events in human society.  Paraphrase what Lennox describes.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Again the image of sleep is presented when Macduff has learned that Duncan is dead.  How is he 

describing it in lines 75-76? ____________________________________________________________________
7.  According to Macduff in lines 82-84, what would happen to any woman who heard about Duncan’s 
death? _________________________________________________

8.  Paraphrase lines 89-94.  ____________________________________________________________________
9.  What does Macbeth admit to doing in lines 104-105? ___________________________________________
· Macbeth’s description of Duncan’s body in lines 110-113 is a marked difference from his earlier words.  Rather than blood and gore, Macbeth describes Duncan as being covered in silver skin and golden blood.  

11.  What has changed within Macbeth? _________________________________________________________
12.  What happens to Lady Macbeth in line 117? ________________________________

13.  Why did she? ____________________________________________________________________________
14.  What are Malcolm and Donalbain coming to realize in lines 133-135? ___________________________
15.  Where is Malcolm going? _____________________  Where is Donalbain going? ____________________

16.  Analyze “There’s daggers in men’s smiles” and connect with a theme. ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

17.  Who are Malcolm and Donalbain talking about when they say that someone is showing an “unfelt 
sorrow”?  ___________________________  What can we conclude about their leaving? __________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Act 2 – Scene 4 – pp. 37-39
1.  What is going on with the weather in lines 6-10? ________________________________________________
2.  What happened to Duncan’s horses? __________________________________________________________
3.  According to Macduff what part did Malcolm and Donalbain play in Duncan’s murder?  ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  What has happened to Macbeth? _______________________________________________

5.  Clothing image:  What does Macduff say about his older title in line 38? ________________________

