Macbeth – Act 5

Act 5, Scene 1 – pp. 83-85
Malcolm tells us at the end of Act IV to “Receive what you may.  The night is long that never finds the day.  In Act 2, Macbeth tells his wife that he heard a voice say, “Macbeth does murder sleep.”  He also complains that he has had nightmares to keep him from receiving “Chief nourisher in life’s feast.”  The irony here is that we have not seen the impact of all of this on Lady Macbeth until now.  

1.  What is Lady Macbeth doing according to her gentlewoman? ____________________________________

2.  What does the Doctor want to know that the gentlewoman is hesitant to tell? _______________________

3.  What does Lady Macbeth do after she puts the candle down? _____________________________________
4.  What is Lady Macbeth trying to do in her sleep? ________________________________________________
5.  What does the Doctor realize in line 46-47? ___________________________________________________
6.  What is Lady Macbeth doing in lines 60-63? ___________________________________________________
7. What forces Lady Macbeth to go to bed?  (Connect with earlier scene) ______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What help does the Doctor say Lady Macbeth needs? ____________________________________________
 Act 5, Scene 2 – pp. 85-87
1.  What dramatic irony exists in lines 5-6? _______________________________________________________
2.  Who is missing from the army? __________________________________________

3.  How old are many of the soldiers coming to fight Macbeth? _____________________________________

4.  How is Macbeth described by others? _________________________________________________________
5.  Blood imagery on line 17.  Connect with line 126 on pg 55. __________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Clothing imagery on line 20-22. Remember Macbeth called the Thane of Cawdor’s title “borrowed robes.”  
What is ironic about lines 20-22? __________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  What metaphor is seen in line 27? ____________________________________________________________

8.  What is ironic about this scene?  Note who is speaking. ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Act 5, Scene 3 – pp. 87-90
1. Recognize that we are heading into the denouement of the play.  What is supposed to happen in the 

denouement? _________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What is Macbeth doing in lines 1-6? _________________________________________________________

3.  Which of the three prophesies is Macbeth relying on? __________________________________________

4.  Why is Macbeth treating the servant so poorly?  ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What should Macbeth have in his age? __________________________________________

6.  What does he have instead? _______________________________________________________

7.  What are Macbeth’s intentions surrounding the battle? _______________________________________

8.  What is Macbeth’s solution for all of his problems? __________________________________________

9.  What is one of his problems? ___________________________________________________________

10.  Why can’t the doctor do what Macbeth asks of him in lines 41-47? _______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  What is ironic about Macbeth asking the doctor for a means of scouring the English from 

Scotland? ___________________________________________________________________________________
Act 5, Scene 4 – pp. 90-91
1.  What directions does Malcolm give his soldiers? ______________________________________________

2.  Connect with the 3rd prophecy. ______________________________________________________________
Act 5, Scene 5 – pp. 91-93
1.  How will Macbeth fight the English?  What will he let them do? ____________________________________
2.  What is ironic about line 9? _________________________________________________________________
3.  What news does Seyton report? _________________________________________________

4.  Remark on Macbeth’s response to the news. ____________________________________________________
5.  Lines 19-28 is a FAMOUS speech of Macbeth and Shakespeare.  Macbeth starts out sounding resigned to death and ready to move forward, but he changes his tune during the speech.  What does he see himself as? ____________________________________________

6.  What does he compare his life to? _______________________________________

7.  What have all of his actions in his life been? ____________________________________________

8.  What news does the messenger tell Macbeth? _____________________________________________

9.  What is Macbeth realizing in lines 42-43? ___________________________________________________

10.  What is Macbeth resigned to do in lines 51-52? _______________________________________________
Act 5, Scene 6 – pp. 93
1.  Who will lead the battle with Malcolm? ___________________________________

2.  What will Macduff and Malcolm do? __________________________________________________________
Act 5, Scene 7 – pp. 94-95
1.  Line 2 – Remember from your Renaissance notes that bear-baiting was a common form of entertainment for audiences.  According to those images, what sort of odds is Macbeth giving himself? _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  Who does Macbeth fight first?________________  What happens? _________________________________
3.  What does Macbeth say to him afterwards? ____________________________________________________
4.  Why is Macduff hoping that Macbeth is still alive? _______________________________________________
5.  What news does Siward give Malcolm? _______________________________________________________
Act 5, Scene 8 – pp.95-98
1.  Examine lines 4-6.  Why does Macbeth seem hesitant to fight Macduff? __________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What do these lines tell us about Macbeth’s characters? __________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What does Macbeth tell Macduff in lines 12-13? ________________________________________________
4.  What does Macduff tell Macbeth regarding the 2nd prophecy? _____________________________________
5.  What is Macbeth’s reaction? ________________________________________________________

6.  What does Macduff tell Macbeth to get him to fight? _____________________________________________
7.  Why does Macbeth fight even though he knows he will die? _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What does Siward want to know regarding his son’s death? _______________________________________
9.  Why is that important? ______________________________________________________________________
10.  What does Malcolm tell Siward? ____________________________________________________________
11.  What does Macduff return with? __________________________________________

12.  How will Malcolm reward his thanes? ________________________________________________________
13.  What does Malcolm say about Lady Macbeth? ________________________________________________
14.  What does Malcolm invite everyone to do? ___________________________________________________
