Shakespeare, Macbeth and Renaissance Theatre - PowerPoint Presentation Notes

1. Mark Twain compares piecing Shakespeare’s life to reconstructing a _______________________ from a few bones and a lot of plaster. 

2. Shakespeare’s birthday is __________________________.  His birthday is recorded as ______ days before his baptism because no record of births was made during the Renaissance.

3. Shakespeare’s death occurred _______ years after his birth on ________________________________.  

4. Shakespeare was born in _____________________________________________.  

5. His father, John was a _________________________ and leather dresser, and his mother ___________ was a stay at home wife.

6. Shakespeare marries_________________________________ at the age of 18.  She was 26.

7. Shakespeare’s first company of actors was called the ________________________________________. 

8. Shakespeare is granted a coat of arms, which has the motto _________________________________ with a crest of a falcon shaking a _______________________ on it.  

9. When King James I takes over, Shakespeare’s acting group becomes known as the ______________________.  

10.  Why was it necessary for Shakespeare’s epitaph to warn people not to disturb his bones? _____________________________________________________________________________________
11.  Aside from Shakespeare, who else has been given credit for writing the plays?  Christopher ________________________, Sir Francis_______________________, and Edward de Vere,_____________ of Oxford.

12.  The primary source for Macbeth was Raphael Holinshed's ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________ Scotland and Ireland, first published in 1577.
Macbeth was the king's given name, rather than a 'son of' family name. 
–It derives from the Gaelic “mac beatha”  meaning ___________________________________ .

– His lineage can be traced back through ________________________ centuries to the Cenel Loairn (clan of Loarn) of Dalraida. 
13. Contrary to Shakespeare's depiction, there was no suggestion that Macbeth was a usurper or a murderer until __________________after his death. 
14.  The first history to disparage his succession is John Fordun's Chronicle written in the fourteenth century.

15.  In fact, Macbeth's claim to the throne was at least as valid as ___________________________. The charge of murder is first leveled in Andrew of Wyntoun's Orygynale Cronykil of Scotland, also dating from the fourteenth century.
16.  When Shakespeare wrote his play, he was dependent upon the only sources available to him - Raphael Holinshed's Chronicle of Scotland (1580s) and John Bellenden's translation of Hector Boerce's 

____________________________________(1536). 

17. Unfortunately, this work is now regarded as largely fiction.  It was Boerce who invented the character of 

____________________________________________refined by Shakespeare into his 'fiend-like queen'
18. Macbeth's historical wife was _________________________, who was either a niece of Malcolm II or a granddaughter of Kenneth III.

19. Gruoch was born of a royal line ________________________ and presumably the house of Dunkeld, where he had designated his succession. 

20. She also had reason for hostility towards Macbeth, since she had earlier been the wife of Gillacomgain, 
___________________________________ by Macbeth or his followers. 

21. The marriage took place before Macbeth's succession and was most likely ________________________, designed to bring peace between the contending kindreds of Moray.

22. Shakespeare wrote the play Macbeth in _____________________ - three years after the union of the Crowns of Scotland and England under James VI and I, of the Scottish Stuart family. 
23. Shakespeare put a contemporary 'spin' on Holinshed's version in the Chronicles (published in 1578), making Macbeth the ______________________________________ in order to flatter the new king. 

24. In addition, King _________________ was obsessed with the occult in general and witches in particular, and it has been suggested that he insisted on the presence of witches in the play. 

25. The “Weird Sisters” (Shakespeare meant______________ – fate and destiny.)

26.    Duncan was not the wise and gentle old man depicted by the Bard. He held his throne for only __________ years, getting involved in the treacherous Anglo-Norse politics of Northumbria and hence presiding over various unsuccessful campaigns in England. 

27. The "Curse of Macbeth" is the misfortune that happens during the __________________________ of the play. 

28.  The theory goes that Shakespeare included actual _____________________________ in the incantations of the weird sisters. Those who appear in the play or those who mention the play's name within the confines of a theatre risk having these evils brought down on their heads.


29.  The tragedy of Macbeth is considered so unlucky that it is hardly ever called _______________________ inside the profession. 

30. People refer to the play as "that play”, “the unmentionable" or _________________________________.

31. It is supposed to be bad luck to _______________________________ or to reuse any sets, costumes, or props from a production. 

32. The play partly acquired its evil reputation because of the weird sisters and partly because tradition traces a 

long line of disasters back to its premier on _____________________.


· The boy actor playing Lady Macbeth died back stage on opening night. 

33.  In 1934, _________ actors played Macbeth in a single week.

34.   In one production of Macbeth, nothing went wrong until the fight scene between Macbeth &______________. 

· Both actors had round "Celtic-style" shields strapped to their forearms of their left arms. The fight was very physical. 

· The actor playing Macbeth made a violent move with his left arm and the shield left his arm and flew like a Frisbee for twenty feet across the stage.

· The actor playing Macduff ducked instinctively and the shield hit the ground about sixteen inches from the front of the stage. Sitting in the front row, directly opposite the shield sat two nuns.
The superstition is not so much about doing the play as about naming it. 

35. You are not supposed to mention ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________ in a theatre. 

36. The most interesting theory is that the play contains the devil in the form of the ________________________.


37. The most common remedy to get rid of the curse is that the offender must step outside, 

________________________________, spit, and say the foulest word he/she can think of, and wait for permission to re-enter the theatre. 

38. To avoid trouble from the authorities, many playhouses were built across the Thames in neighborhoods such as 
______________________________.

39.  Give at least 3 other names of theatres from the map.  ___________________________________________, 
____________________________________________, and __________________________________________.
40.  The Globe was built from remnants of the __________________________________, which was demolished.

41.  The Globe could hold up to ____________________ spectators. 

42. For the cost of _________________________, a person could stand in the yard of the theatre.

43.  The best seats were located ______________________________________.

44.  The playhouses closed in 1593, 1603, and 1608 due to a breakout of the _____________________plague.  

45.  The plague spread because there was no proper sewage system.  The waste was dumped into the 
_______________________  River.  

46.  The disease was passed on by _______________________________ that lived on rodents.

47.  “Ring around the Rosy”, a popular children’s rhyme, was first written about the plague.  The rosy referred to 
________________________________.  The posies referred to ________________________________________.  
The ashes referred to _____________________________________
