“The Miller’s Prologue” and “Tale” - study guide
1. What is the Host's reaction to "The Knight's Tale"? 

2. Why does the Miller insist on telling the next tale?

3. What is the Miller's condition as he begins to tell his tale?

4. Who is Nicholas?

5. Describe the carpenter's wife, Alison.

6. How did Nicholas get the carpenter out of the way so he and Alison could sleep together?

7. Identify Absalom.

8. What joke did Alison and Nicholas play on Absalom?

9. How did Absalom get even with Alison and Nicholas?

10. Why did the village people think the carpenter was crazy?

11. Consider and discuss the full ironic implications of "Goddes pryvetee". 

12. What is a fabliau? Isolate the three principal motifs: the flood, the misdirected kiss, and the branding and connect with definition of fabliau.

13. Look closely at the descriptions and actions of the four characters: John, Alisoun, Nicholas, and Absolon. Are any of these characters admirable? With whom does the Miller identify? Chaucer?

14. Is the tale appropriate to its teller? (explain)
15. Does the tale fulfill Harry the Host's criteria for sentence and “solas”?

