Paradise Lost  - Book I 

1. What muse does Milton invoke as his inspiration? 

2. What, according to the end of the first paragraph stanza, is Milton's mission or purpose in writing this poem? 

3. The opening of the poem takes place after what rebellion or war? What is the setting? 

4. How long have the characters being lying vanquished in the fiery gulf since their participation in the war? 

5. Describe some of the features of hell (either in terms of landscape or general imagery) EXCEPT FOR FIRE that are visible to the demons. 

6. What demon is floating alongside Satan in the fiery lake at the beginning of the poem? 

7. What change of battle plan does Satan propose to Beelzebub as part of their struggle against God? If they can't attack God directly, what should the demons do, according to Satan? 

8. Why is Beelzebub reluctant to continue the fight? What does he fear might happen if they continue to war against God? 

9. Where does Satan redirect Beelzebub to continue their discussion in greater comfort? 

10. Describe Satan's size as he floats in the fiery water. What are some of the epic similes used to illustrate his bulk in lines 192-230? What images imply his huge size when his weaponry and armor is discussed in lines 280-315? 

11. In the catalog of demons, several of the listed demons appear in the Old Testament as foreign gods. One is Dagon. What is the story of Dagon in 1 Samuel 5:2? 

12. Which demon is assigned the task of standard bearer and carries Satan's imperial ensign into battle on top of a glittering staff? This ensign or battle-standard is emblazed with "gems and golden luster" and its image is like "a meteor streaming to the wind" in lines 535 - 540. Why is the symbol of a falling star an appropriate battle-standard for Satan's armies? 

13. When Satan calls out to the army, they immediately form ranks "in perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood." What ancient culture are these demonic soldiers imitating in their martial display of helmets, shields, and spears? (I.e., in what earlier literature did we find fighters dressed like this for combat?) How does this connect to the genre of Paradise Lost, or how is it an homage to the original literary works that inspired Milton? 

14. In lines 571-90, what is Satan's first emotional reaction to seeing this huge show of support and obedience? 

15. Where does Satan have scars on his body? What was the source of these scars according to that line discussing them? 

16. What is Satan's second emotional reaction to seeing his men's loyalty? 

17. Satan tries three times to give a speech to his troops, but three times, he stops. What interrupts him or prevents him? 

18. When Satan speaks to the fallen troops, in lines 640-43, who does he blame for "tempting" him and the other angels into rebellion? What did this being do (or perhaps--not do) that supposedly tricked or tempted "our attempt [at rebellion], and wrought our fall"? 

19. When Satan ends his opening address to the army, what physical display do the soldiers make to show their support of Satan and their defiance of God? 

20. What building material does Mammon suggest the demons should use to build a new city in hell? Where do they find or extract this material? 

21. Who is the demonic architect that designs the walls, towers, battlements, and gates of hell? 

22. At the end of book 1, what do the demons do to their bodies in order to fit inside the buildings and meeting places they have built? 

To prepare for class:

1. Identify epic conventions (provide textual examples) used by Milton in Book 1.

2. Identify connections between Milton’s poetry and his politics.

3. How does Milton characterize Satan and his devils in these lines? How does this affect our reading of this part of the poem? (Hint: Look closely at his word choice. What nouns does he use to describe them?)

4. How is God characterized in Book 1?  Does it fit your personal opinion?  Stereotype?  Renaissance views?

5. Why doesn't God just kill Satan rather than keep him around to wreak more havoc? 
6. How well does Milton "justify the ways of God"?
