  Paradise Lost  Book 9  - pp. 987

**Before reading Book IX, read and take a few notes from the summaries before Books IV - IX to understand what has taken place leading up to this point.  

1. At the opening of the Book IX excerpt, Satan is no longer in hell. What is the setting now? 

2. Contrast Satan's initial question and Eve's response with the same versions in the Bible. In what way has Eve changed or added to God's original commandment? 

3. What proof does Satan offer to Eve that she can defy God, touch the fruit, and still live? (i.e., who else does the serpent claim has touched and tasted the fruit before her?) 

4. Why or how does Satan say knowledge of Good and Evil will help Eve (if Evil is real)? 

5. What does Satan claim is God's motivation in withholding the fruit in lines 703-04? 

6. In lines 710-14, Satan argues that if she dies, that death is limited only what "proportion" (i.e., part) of her? Once that part has died, what "part" will Eve put on? 

7. In lines 781 onward, Eve bites into the fruit. How does the earth and nature react? How does this connect to the Renaissance idea of the Chain of Being? 

8. In lines 825-33, Eve resolves to share the fruit with Adam. What is her stated motivation for this act? 

9. What is Adam's emotional reaction to Eve's trespass (lines 889-95)? 

10. In lines 904-16, Adam states he cannot live without Eve and he will not be parted either in bliss or woe. What is Milton implying about Adam's motivation in eating the fruit? How is this motivation "better" or "worse" than the motivation Milton gives Eve? 

11. In lines 939-50, Adam tries to rationalize his way out of punishment. What does he find unthinkable about God? 

12. In line 999, what trait of Eve overcomes Adam's better judgment? 

Also prepare for class:

1. Continue to identify any epic conventions.

2. Identify connections between Milton’s poetry and his politics.

3. Compare/Contrast role/portrayal of Satan in Book IX.

4. Notice the tactics that Satan uses to 'trick Eve'--what had he noticed about her earlier in the poem?
5. Note Milton's treatment of Adam and Eve, particularly his opinions concerning marriage and the gender roles appropriate to each sex. Based on the depiction of Eve, what can you deduce about his attitude towards women?  Where would you place Milton in the spectrum of attitudes toward women encountered this semester?
