Overview of Pastoral and Carpe Diem Poetry

To The Virgins to Make Much of Time – Robert Herrick (pp848)

1. What does “carpe diem” mean?

2. What is the rhyme scheme for this poem?

3. If the speaker is speaking to all young women or “virgins,” what is he trying to say in Stanza 1?

4. In Stanza 2?  

5. What is the comparison in Stanza 2?  The sun’s passage and _____________________

6. Which age is the best in Stanza 3?

7. According to the speaker, what will happen if people “tarry”?

The Passionate Shepherd to His Love – Christopher Marlowe (pp682)
1. Looking at stanza 2, why is this a pastoral poem rather than just a poem about the countryside?

2. Give 4 examples of how the Shepherd will convince the woman to come with him?

The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd– Sir Walter Raleigh (pp.684)

1. In Stanza 1, why isn’t the Nymph ready to accept the Shepherd’s offer?

2. What is different about the Nymph’s focus (versus the Shepherd’s focus) in Stanzas 2-4?

3. What would make the Nymph agree to the Shepherd’s offer?
4. What pastoral elements exist in this poem?
