Chapters 25 – 26
Dowry -  money or items a bride takes to her husband for marriage

Wretch -  a miserable or despicable person

Acquiescent – without protest

Zeal – enthusiastic devotion

1. What detail of Chinese burial and wedding ceremonies are present?  What similarities and differences do you see between American and Chinese ceremonies?

2. What other Chinese customs are brought out in these chapters?

3. What was Wang Lung’s greatest regret about O-lan?

Chapters 27 – 28
Eddies – currents of water that move in opposition to the main current (whirlpools)

Goaded – urged

Serf – laborer who works on the land of a lord in return for certain rights

Dais – a raised platform
1.  Compare and contrast the response of Ching and Wang Lung toward an expected flood.

2.  Wang Lung’s oldest son presents Wang Lung with suggestions for dealing with is uncle and cousin.  Evaluate the three suggestions.

3. Evaluate Wang Lung as a parent.  Consider how Wang Lung deals with each of his children.

Chapters 29 – 30

Repented – having felt remorse

Unduly – excessively  

Lewdness – lustful; obscene

Parsimony – extremely frugal 

1.  What is your opinion of the pride Wang Lung and his sons feel?

2. Compare and contrast the first and second son of Wang Lung.  Identify three points of comparison.

Chapters 31 – 32
Implement – tool; equipment

Uncomely – not keeping with the accepted standards of society

Pertly – boldly 

Wench – peasant girl

Awry – amiss or askew

Rapt – enchanted 

1. In a conversation with his father, the third son says he has dreams and wishes for glory.  Describe the importance of these goals and how they relate to his character.

2. The narrator tells us that Wang Lung was just to all.  What is your opinion of this view of Wang Lung?

Chapters 33 – 34
Requited – made repayment

1. What was Wang Lung’s focus during his last years?  What is the significance of this focus?

2. What do you see as the significance of the final scene of the novel in which Wang Lung overhears his sons plans to sell land?

3. Do you think Pear Blossom’s relationship with Wang Lung is her choice?  What is your opinion of this relationship?

4. Why is Wang Lung content with the idea of his own death?
