The Good Earth – study guide for chapters 1-4
Chapters 1 and 2

1. What is the setting for the novel? Describe the images you have of Wang Lung’s farm, his house, the city, and the House of Hwang.

2. What is the point of view in the novel? What effect does knowing these thoughts have on the reader?

3. Characterize Wang Lung by his personality traits, his attitude and his values. How do you feel about Wang Lung?

 4. How has Wang Lung’s poverty as a farmer influenced his character?

5. Describe Wang Lung’s relationship with his father.

6. What is your opinion of the wife’s role at this time in China?

7. Do you think that O-lan and Wang Lung love each other?

8. What is the cause for the sadness in O-lan’s eyes and her silence?

9. Point out parts in these chapters that you found humorous.

10. What aspects are realistic in these chapters?

Chapters 3 and 4
1. How can Wang Lung’s prosperity be explained?

2. As O-lan and Wang Lung plan for the birth of their child, in what ways is O-lan like most women; in what ways is she unusual?

3. Characterize O-lan’s personality, attitudes, and values.

4. Name several Chinese customs that are evident in the novel. Which of these activities and attitudes are similar to what Americans express and share?

5. What, if anything, is there about Wang Lung and O-lan’s life and marriage that appeals to you?

6. Explain Wang Lung’s thoughts on his silver.

7. In the description of O-lan nursing the baby in the field, what image comes to your mind’s eye?

