Unit 2 - Practice Sentences: (answers are on page 3)
1. The _____ rhetoric of his campaign speeches actually serves to scare off potential followers rather than convince them to lend their support.

2. “Our team is certainly _____ in terms of experience, but it has the advantages of youth and speed,” the coach remarked.

3. Even people who are usually active and energetic may be overcome by _____ during the dog days of summer.

4. We made the deans of the colleges _____ members of the curriculum committee because we feel that their expertise will certainly be helpful.

5. In the current economic climate, banks and other financial institutions enforce _____ regulations on businesses that wish to apply for loans.

6. It took something as minor as a new pair of lined draperies to _____ the noise problem we’d always had in granddad’s bedroom.

7. The spell, a forerunner of prayer, was a form of exercising _____ power and was sometimes used to call upon the spirits of the departed for visionary utterances.

8. The tension that _____ the atmosphere during those hearings was so palpable that you could almost reach out and touch it.

9. _____ who attend a party without being invited are usually regarded as rude and obnoxious.

10. This ragged handmade quilt made long ago by my great-grandmother has very little _____ value as an antique or a work of art, but to my family, it is priceless.

11. The speaker began by saying, “I am here to _____ against shoddy construction standards that jeopardize all of us when disaster strikes.”

12. The poet was utterly convinced that she had written a masterpiece, but her words sounded like pure _____ to my ears.

13. At the time of the new _____ in 2000, many people thought that computers might crash worldwide, but the dire predictions for “Y2K” proved to be incorrect.

14. The driver education instructor _____ learners always to buckle their seatbelts, observe the posted speed limit, and drive alertly and defensively.

15. It is both surprising and reassuring that the new principal already displays so much _____ in dealing with the many tasks of his demanding job.

16. Japan’s surprise air attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 _____ the United States’s entry into World War II.

17. Legal scholars wrestle with the complex issue of when it is ethical to _____ on an individual’s rights for the purpose of protecting the majority.
18. No matter how deeply you may _____ yourself with a teacher, your grade ultimately depends on your academic accomplishments.
19.  The heroes in Ernest Hemingway’s novels are usually virile, dynamic figures—the _____ of what Hemingway once called “grace under pressure.”

20. Based on the abundance of fresh water found in this region, historians _____ that early Native American settlements were likely to have been established in this area.

ANSWERS: 

1. bombastic

2. callow

3. lassitude

4.  ex officio

5. stringent

6. ameliorate

7. occult

8. permeated

9. Interlopers

10. intrinsic

11. inveigh

12. drivel

13. millennium

14. exhorted

15. aplomb

16. precipitated 

17. infringe

18. ingratiate

19. epitome

20. surmise

