Participle Practice – Exercise #1

Locate the participle in each sentence and identify what is being modified.  If the participle is part of a participial phrase, include the whole phrase in your answer.
Top of Form

1.  Jen liked to think of the ocean as a habitat for creatures sharing the planet with her.
2.  Citizens forced into poverty by unfair government policies will usually support a new candidate.
3.  Dazzled by the orchestra's brilliant performance, the audience clapped wildly.
4.  Many of Bill's friends considered him  to be a walking encyclopedia.
5.  The crowds milling around the accident scene were dazed by what they had seen.
6.  The movers finally arrived in a large van loaded with furniture and boxes.
7.   We looked over the rules explaining the game.
8.  A wave curling over the surfer seemed to swallow him for a moment.
9.  I gave my completed manuscript to the publisher.
10. The team soundly defeated anyone threatening their push to the championship.
Bottom of Form

Participle Practice – Exercise #2
1.  We should help to rebuild houses destroyed by the storm.
2.  Wearing a lei around her neck, the hula dancer moved to the rhythms of the ukelele.
3.  Books placed onto the cart will be put back when the library closes at 5:00 p.m.
4.  As of tomorrow, anyone carrying a suitcase heavier than thirty pounds will not be allowed on the train.
5.  The student carried her completed exam to the instructor.
6.  Be mindful of the people sitting over there.
7.  Announcements posted on this bulletin board must receive approval from the dean. 

8.  My coffee mug, chipped from years of use, still means a great deal to me. 

9.  The falling leaves remind us that winter is coming. 

10. Terrified by the series of events, the child sat on the ground and wept.
Participle Phrases – Exercise #3

Top of Form

1.  The tall fence surrounding the entire property gives us privacy.
2.  The city's plans include elementary schools modeled after those in France.
3.  The child threw his spoon into the soup, spilling part of the soup onto the tablecloth.
4.  Annoyed by the noisy students, Bill left the library early.
5.  Nobody knew the man sitting next to the governor.
6.  Sentries placed at the gates guarded the castle.
7.  Troubled by constant complaints, the community association called a meeting.
8.  Two men loaded supplies into the truck parked at the service entrance.
9.  Rebuffing our efforts at explanation, the company dismissed us.
10 .  The elephants were relocated by helicopters equipped with long steel cables.
Gerund Practice – Exercise #1
Directions:  Locate the gerund in each sentence, and identify how it is being used in the sentence. If the gerund is part of a gerund phrase, include the whole phrase in your answer. 

1.  Hours of editing the newspaper ruined her day. 

2.  Hanging the pictures on the wall was more difficult than we had anticipated. 

3.  Try to slip away without telling your friends about it. 

4.  Each afternoon Miriam enjoyed swimming a few laps. 

5.  Winning at poker makes Don feel important. 

6.  I am demoting the officer for disobeying orders. 

7.  One of my favorite events is canoeing down the Mississippi River. 

8.  Sometimes wisdom  simply means knowing about the importance of silence. 

9.  Without studying for the test, you are taking a big chance. 

10. Abbey is enjoying listening to the Rolling Stones' music. 

Gerund Practice – Exercise #2

Top of Form

1.  Running away was a mistake.
2.  My friends give me affection without requiring anything from me
3.  Charging too much for his services was the cause of his downfall.
4.  Max's favorite pastime was lying around in a hammock.
5.  The zoo keepers hated cleaning the cages.
6.  Marty earns lots of money by selling insurance policies.
7.  I do not anticipate having much time for a vacation this summer.
8.  The boys were punished for setting fire to the cat's tail.
9.  Cleaning your computer screen should be done carefully.
10. Last winter, Norman gave skiing a try.
Gerund Practice – Exercise #3

1.  The maintenance workers continued cleaning up the debris from the storm.
2.  A problem that continually plagues me is remembering people's names.
3.  Clarence has a real talent for putting people at ease.
4.  Keeping the crowds orderly during the celebration will be a difficult task.
5.  The woman insisted on paying for her own meal.
6.  His hobby, collecting stamps, keeps him busy.
7.  Planning can make the difference between a good and a bad trip.
8.  The decorator suggested papering the wall with a floral design.
9.  By cooperating, you will encourage a friendly atmosphere at the office.
10. One attraction of this lake is fishing for large trout.
Bottom of Form

Infinitive Practice – Ex. 1

Locate the infinitive phrase  in each sentence.  Identify each as adverbial, adjectival, or nominal.
 Top of Form

1.  Because he loved French, Pierre refused to speak any other language.
2.  The most important thing to do is not always obvious.
3.  To keep the passageways clear, they blocked the pedestrian traffic.
4.  The student had four questions to ask the instructor after class.
5.  To do well in that class, you must spend hours in the library.
6.  To do well in that class is my primary goal this semester.
7.  Hemingway reeled the fish in slowly to keep it securely on the line.
8.  We finally found the best actor to play that difficult role.
9.  Jones is attempting to eat forty-five hot dogs.
10.The salesperson altered his pitch to suit each potential buyer.

Infinitives Practice – Ex. 2

1.  To help my friends is my only goal here.
2.  Nothing is left but to pick up the pieces and go on.
3.  My grandmother's attempt to skateboard ended in disaster.
4.  We began to suspect our neighbors of vandalism.
5.  Malcolm struggled hard to free himself.
6.  He tried to make picnic lunches for the team.
7.  FEMA has come to clear away the debris from the storm.
8.  We all have the right to give voice to our opinions.
9.  To get more votes, I called everyone I knew.
10.  Your attempts to hurt my feelings have been unsuccessful.
