Verbals 
Gerunds
A verbal is a word formed from a verb but functioning as a different part of speech.
A gerund is a verbal ending in -ing that functions as a noun.
Like an ordinary single-word noun, a gerund may be used as a
   SUBJECT
[image: image1.jpg]Basgballis my favorite sport

single word noun

Jogging is my favorite sport

gefund

Jogging three miles every day is good for you

gerund phrase





   

    DIRECT OBJECT
[image: image2.jpg]I thoroughly enjoy baseball
I thoroughly enjoy jogging
gerun

I thoroughly enjoy jogging three miles every day.
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gerund phrase





    SUBJECTIVE COMPLEMENT
[image: image3.jpg]My favorite food is yogurt

single-word noun

My favorite exercise is jogging

gerund

My favorite exercise is jogging around the block

gerund phrase





  
OBJECT OF PREPOSITION

HYPERLINK "http://www.towson.edu/ows/nouns.htm" \l "Object%20of%20Preposition"       
[image: image4.jpg]Joe takes pleasure in bas?ball
single-vord noun

Joe takes pleasure in rur}ning
gerund

Joe takes pleasure in running three miles each day

¥

gerund phrase





         APPOSITIVE    [image: image5.jpg]My favorite sport, baseball, takes a great deal of effort

single-word noun

My favorite sport, run?ing‘ takes a great deal of effort

gerund

My favorite sport, running three miles, takes a great deal of effort
S

!

gerund phrase





 
   GERUND   
   [image: image6.jpg]I certainly do enjoy coo?ing
gerund as directobjectofverb enjoy
My hobby is cogking

gerund as subjective complement of verh is

My hobby is \cooking shish kabobs on the grill

gerund phrase as subjective complement ofverb is





   
    PREDICATE VERB
   [image: image7.jpg]My husband is cooking shish kabobs for us tonight

¥

predicate verb
subject

A scrawny dog was scratching at the door

predicate verb

subject





    Even though is cooking and was scratching end in -ing, they are not gerunds because they are used as predicate verbs, not as nouns.

 

Participles
A verbal is a word formed from a verb but functioning as a different part of speech.
A participle is a verbal that functions as an adjective.
Two kinds of participles:
    1. Present participles, always ending in -ing, are created from the form of a verb used with the verb to be ( am, is, are, was, were, been)  as an auxiliary verb (progressive tense).
 

Removing the auxiliary verb and using the -ing form of the main verb as an adjective produces a present participle.

[image: image8.jpg]The boiling water on the stove is hot.

A

present participle describing water

The water boiling on the stove is hot.

present participial phrase describing water





     2.  Past participles, usually ending  in -ed  or -en, are created from the form of a verb used with the verb to be as an auxiliary verb (passive voice).
Removing the auxiliary verb and using the -en form of the main verb as an adjective produces a past participle.

[image: image9.png]The windows were cracked by vandals.

A

auxiliary verb  main verb
form of tobe ending in -ed

The window was broken on Thursday.

X

auxiliary verb  main verb
formof tobe  ending in -en




[image: image10.png]The cracked windows have been fixed.

7

past pariciple
“nding in 60

The broken window was expensive (o repair

7+

past parciple





 Past participles may also be part of a participial phrase.

[image: image11.jpg]The windows cracked by vandals have been fixed.

+

past participial phrase

The window broken on Thursday was expensive to repair

7

past patticipial phrase

That coin, lost many years ago. has never been found

past patticipial phrase





 
Participles and participial phrases should be placed near the nouns they modify.  They may either precede or follow a noun.

    [image: image12.jpg]Lostmany years ago, that coin hasneverbeen found.

4

pre-noun past participial phrase
That coin, lost many years ago, has neverbeen found.
post-noun past participial phrase

No one ever foundthat coin, Jost many years ago.

post-noun past participial phrase




      

Infinitives
A verbal is a word formed from a verb but functioning as a different part of speech.
An infinitive is a verbal formed by placing to in front of the simple present form of a verb.
    Examples:       to swim            to think           to read          to be            to cut           to turn
 Infinitives may function as adjectives, adverbs, or nouns. 

1.  Adjectival infinitives 
Just like a single-word adjective, an infinitive used as an adjective always describes a noun. 

An adjectival  infinitive always follows the noun it describes.
    EXAMPLE
        [image: image13.jpg]This is the best time | fo start.,

noun  adjectival infiniive





 

Like gerunds and participles, infinitives may incorporate other words as part of their phrase.
    EXAMPLE
        [image: image14.jpg]The first attempt (to build the Panama Canal | ended in failure

noun adjestival infinitive phrase dsscribing attempt





2.  Adverbial infinitives
Just like a single-word adverb, an infinitive used as an adverb always describes a verb.
An adverbial infinitive usually occurs at the beginning or at the end of a sentence and does not need to be near the verb it describes.
    EXAMPLE:  Adverbial infinitive at sentence beginning 

        [image: image15.jpg]To win, |you negd the highest number of poirts

adverbial infinve  verh

To prepare for the storm, | we nafed plywood over the store windows

adverbial infiitive verh





    EXAMPLE:  Adverbial infinitive at sentence end
        [image: image16.jpg]You negd the highest number of points o win

verh adverbial infinitive

We nailed plywood on the store windows (o prepare for the storm

f

verh adverbial infintive





HINT:  You can always identify an adverbial infinitive by inserting the test words in order in front of 

             infinitive.  If the words in order make sense, the infinitive is adverbial.   

        [image: image17.jpg](In order) fo win, | you need the highest number of poirts

adverbial infintive

We nailed plywood to the store windows (in order) |fo prepare for the storm

adverbial infintve phrase




     

PUNCTUATION  NOTE:
    1.  Use a comma after the adverbial infinitive when it starts a sentence.
    2.  Do not separate the adverbial infinitive from the rest of the sentence if the infinitive ends the
         sentence.
 3. Nominal infinitives
Like a single-word noun, a nominal infinitive may function as a
    SUBJECT
[image: image18.jpg]To climb Mt. Everest| was my greatest ambition

nominal infinitve phrase used as subject





 

   
DIRECT OBJECT
[image: image19.jpg]Atone time, | attempted (to climb Mt. Everest.

!

nominal infiitive phrass used as direct object





 

     SUBJECTIVE COMPLEMENT
[image: image20.jpg]My greatest ambition is  to climb Mt. Everest,

nominal infiniive phrase used as subjective cormplement





    APPOSITIVE
[image: image21.jpg]My greatest ambition, o climb M. Everest, | has directed my whole life.

nominal infiritive phrass used as appositive





 
