Verbals – Gerund Practice #3

Instructions: Find the gerunds and gerund phrases in the following sentences and tell how they are used (subject, direct object, predicate nominative, appositive, indirect object, or object of the preposition).

1. Turning off the freeway was our mistake.

2. The secretary's duties are taking minutes and typing letters.

3. You can start this machine by simply pushing this button.

4. His assignment, testing jet planes, is really exciting.

5. In some countries tourists can be arrested for taking pictures.

6. Cooking gourmet meals can be very expensive.

7. NASA likes shooting at the moon.

8. You need a rereading of the script.

9. Our only hope is taking them by surprise.

10. That man was known for sparing the rod.

11. You cannot do that, parking near a fire hydrant.

12. Our task, driving on that road, was very difficult.

13. Try doing it this way.

14. Just thinking of traveling in space excites many people.

15. I find relaxation in my gardening.

 

 

 

 

Answers:

1. turning off the freeway = subject

2. taking minutes/typing letters = predicate nominatives

3. simply pushing this button = object of the preposition

4. testing jet planes = appositive

5. taking pictures = object of the preposition

6. cooking gourmet meals = subject

7. shooting at the moon = direct object

8. a rereading of the script = direct object

9. taking them by surprise = predicate nominative

10. sparing the rod = object of the preposition

11. parking near a fire hydrant = appositive

12. driving on that road = appositive

13. doing it this way = direct object

14. just thinking of traveling in space = subject/traveling in space = object of the preposition

15. my gardening = object of the preposition

